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	 the level and patterns of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal substance use and abuse;

•	 trends in the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other types of drugs;

•	 the consequences of substance use and abuse; and

•	 groups at high risk for substance use and abuse.

These data are used by various government agencies, private organizations, and research-
ers as well as the public at large.102 Numerous studies have used the NSDUH to examine 
issues pertaining to crime and criminal behavior: identifying the prevalence and correlates 
of group fighting among youths;103 exploring the relationship between alcohol use and 
violence;104 comparing the prevalence of externalizing behaviors (e.g., crime, violence, 
and drug use) and migration-related factors between immigrant and U.S.-born indi-
viduals;105 and examining the extent of substance use, mental health issues, and criminal 
behavior among high school dropouts.106

National Youth Survey—Family Study
A major shortcoming of earlier juvenile delinquency research was that it concentrated on 
those youths who were already in the juvenile justice system. (This will be discussed in 
later chapters in reference to developing theories based on these data.) One reason that 
these data were used for such studies was that their records (e.g., police, juvenile hall) 
were easily accessible to researchers. The problem was that this research focused only on 
those juveniles who were formally processed in the system. Usually, these juveniles came 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and were more likely to come to the attention of the 
system, whereas juveniles from middle- or upper-class backgrounds were more likely to 
be diverted from the system.107

Implementing self-report surveys is one approach to addressing problems associated 
with studying only those juveniles formally in the system. In 1977, researchers at the 

National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health: 
since 1971, the NSDUH 
been used to collect 
information annually on 
the use of illegal drugs by 
individuals in the United 
States.

There are often severe 
and tragic consequences 
associated with 
underage drinking and 
DUI-related automobile 
accidents.
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